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Ocean Trust Receives 7th Conservation Award  

Bahia Grande Partnership & Project Wins Texas’s Top Environmental Honor 
Austin, Texas – April 30, 2008 – A coordinated effort to bring desolate wetlands back to life has been awarded the state's highest environmental honor, the 2008 Texas Environmental Excellence Award. The Bahia Grande partnership managed by Ocean Trust is one of 12 statewide winners to be recognized with an award, presented by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) at its annual banquet April 30, in Austin.
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Between the 1930s and 1950s, construction of the Brownsville Ship Channel and State Highway 48 gradually cut off the Bahia Grande basin's 6,800 acres from the marine waters it needed to flourish. As the wetland receded, the arid acreage became vulnerable to erosion. The constant winds picked up salt-encrusted sand, clogging air conditioning systems, causing power outages because of electrical line build-up, and creating an unsightly nuisance in the surrounding                                               


          community.

In 2000 the Bahia Grande property was incorporated into the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Refuge System. Ocean Trust and NOAA sponsored initial the research and restoration plan to intentionally flood 10,000 acres. In 2003, Ocean Trust began building greenhouses to propagate native plants, and once the plants grew, volunteers re-established a coastal estuary lined with 3,000 black mangrove seedlings, valued for its protection and stabilization of low-lying coastal lands. Ocean Trust and its partners from University of Texas in Brownsville also planted Gulf cord grass, salt grass, and other native wetland species. In 2005, community efforts resulted in the first pilot channel being dug linking the ship channel to the dry basin. Within the first few months of flooding Bahia Grande, marine organisms resumed their historic migration patterns.  Ocean Trust completed construction of internal channels connecting three large basins within Bahia Grande in 2007, and is leading final stages of restoration in 2008-2009.
The TCEQ annually presents the Texas Environmental Excellence Awards to environmental projects across the state that demonstrate excellence in resource conservation, waste reduction and pollution prevention. For more information visit www.teea.org.

Previous awards received by Ocean Trust include:  EPA Gulf Guardian Award 2007, Coastal America Award 2006, USFWS Wetlands Conservation Award 2006, Department of Interior Cooperative Conservation Award 2005, NOAA Environmental Hero Award 2004 and Seafood Business Person of the Year 2000.
Ocean Trust…building science, conservation and industry partnerships for the sustainability of the oceans.
Texas Governor Rick Perry Congratulates Thor Lassen 





TCEQ Commissioners Present Award to Thor Lassen & Cameron County Judge Carlos Cascos  
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