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Ocean Trust Texas
Your Link to Sustainable Fisheries Wildlife & The Environment

Sustainable Oceans Initiative In Texas & Gulf of Mexico  
1. Coastal Estuary Restoration – Bahia Grande, Laguna Atascosa, Long Island, TX
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Ocean Trust continues to lead a network of public and private interests in the restoration of Bahia Grande, one of the largest coastal estuary restoration projects in the US.  The project will restore a 10,000 acre shallow water estuary important as nursery habitat to many species of fish, shellfish, wildlife and waterfowl in the Lower Laguna Madre region of South Texas.  Ocean Trust has an ongoing native plant program propagating, growing and replanting mangroves to enhance coastal habitat for fish and wildlife.  Ocean Trust also is restoring the shoreline at Laguna Atascosa, a fresh water lake and wildlife corridor within the Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge. 
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2.  Kemps Ridley Sea Trust Restoration – Tamaulipas, Mexico
The Kemp’s ridley sea turtle is one of the most endangered sea turtles in the world.  It nests primarily in the Gulf of Mexico and is making a strong comeback due in large part to the cooperative efforts of US and Mexican programs to protect nesting beaches and adults with use of TEDs.  Ocean Trust together with the US and Mexican seafood industry continues to be one of the prime sponsors of sea turtle beach protection in Mexico.  With the support of our sponsors, Ocean Trust will donate two solar panels this year at the new restoration camp in Tepehuajes, Mexico, the second largest nesting beach camp for Kemp’s ridley originally constructed and maintained with industry funds.  
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3.  Shrimp Hopper Gear Development – Texas Coast Gulf of Mexico
With fewer boats operating in the Gulf of Mexico shrimp fishery, the size of catch per vessel is increasing.  The current method of bycatch separation, a hand operation on the deck surface, is inadequate in terms of maintaining quality of catch and separating out bycatch.  During heavy fishing season, catch and bycatch can sit exposed on deck prior to completion of separation and processing.  The shrimp hopper gear being developed is designed to maintain catch and bycatch in an aquatic deck tank filled with sea water.  It is anticipated that this method will reduce shock and maintain quality of shrimp catch and bycatch that is returned to sea without the use of chemical or preservatives.  The goal is to help shrimp communities produce a higher valued product and enhance their economic sustainability.  
4.  Gulf of Mexico Aquarium & Marine Science Center, South Padre Island, TX
Ocean Trust is working with the South Padre Island (SPI) EDC to establish a marine science center and aquarium for the Lower Laguna Madre and Gulf of Mexico ecosystem.  The center will not only enhance SPI as designation for US & Mexican tourists, but will expand the federal marine mammal stranding program and support Texas fish restocking programs which are now focusing on species like Snook common to the Lower Laguna Madre.  The center will also be used to foster new research partnerships and funding support for Lower Laguna Madre programs at UTPA/UTB/TSC/A&M.
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